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For this project, you will be creating an staged photo. 
 
A good example of this is the works of Kaija Straumanis, a U.S.-based photographer and grad student, who has gone 
viral with a funny and light-hearted set of self-portrait images that capture various random objects as they collide 
gracefully with her head.  You can find examples of her work on the following pages. 
 
The photos are staged and then supporting objects are digitally removed from the image to complete the illusion. 
 
You should use some of the same techniques used in the "Impossible Photo" project. 
 
You must include "before" and "after" photos, as well as the tools used and steps taking.  Include at least 2 "in progress" 
photos showing your work. 
 
 
 

Stuff Being Thrown at My Head: 
Painfully Funny Self-Portraits by Kaija Straumanis 
 
By Dovas 
 
Kaija Straumanis, a U.S.-based photographer and grad student, has gone viral with a funny and light-hearted set of self-
portrait images that capture various random objects as they collide gracefully with her head. 
 
Perhaps the best thing about the images is that they’re pulled off so well. Each picture captures the exact moment of 
impact, and despite her mashed-up face and flailing hair and glasses, her eyes remain impressively focused. Her stoic 
gaze is all the more impressive considering that a few of these photos must have hurt at least a little bit. 
 
The photos also seem like visual representations of epiphanies – that moment when an idea or realization hits you like a 
ton of bricks (or a boot or a kickball). According to her Flickr, some of the images have ideas behind them – the ice 
scraper, for example, is the sudden realization that the beautiful fall colors of the trees around her signal the onset of 
winter. 
 
Judging by her photostream, Straumanis is fairly well-traveled, and has quite a few more interesting self-portraits and 
travel photos as well. Indeed, these “collision” self-portraits are only a small part of the photographing experimentation 
that she has undertaken, so be sure to check out the rest of her work as well! 
 
https://www.boredpanda.com/stuff-being-thrown-at-my-head-kaija-straumanis/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic 
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